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good to know that the great British Eccentric is alive and well 

Doctor Who Monthly? 

GALLIFREY GUARDIAN 

More who news and views from every sector of Time and Space... it's 
all in your Super, Soar-Away Gallifrey Guardian now.HI 


LUNAR LAGOON 7 

World War II still rages in 1963 and the Doctor finds himself caught in the 
crossfire. 

DOCTOR WHO ARCHIVES 77 

This month we blow the dust off Ambassadors of Death, an adventure of 
the third Doctor. 

MAWDRYN UNDEAD 16 

We review the recent Doctor Who adventure which introduced Turlough 
to the series. 

TERMINUS 18 

Doctor Who Monthly presents a review of the story in which companion 
Nyssa makes her last appearance. 

THE DEATH OF THE TARDIS 20 

The British Police Box is now a sight unfamiliar to many except through 
the Doctor Who tv series. We look at the disappearance of a British 
institution. 


A HISTORY OF THE DALEKS 22 

The Doctor's battles with the Daleks were not televised in the order in 
which they occurred. Such are the anomalies of Time travel. We try to 
unrqvel the puzzle in this feature. 


DOCTOR WHO OVERSEAS 26 

We take a look at the progress of the Doctor Who tv show in America and 
report on the recent Doctor Who convention there. 

THE TARDIS LOG 30 

Continuing our catalogue of all the flights of the TARDIS during twenty 
years of the show. 

FELLOW TRAVELLERS 32 

The final part of our guide to those who have travelled in the TARDIS with 
the Doctor. 

MATRIX DATA BANK 41 
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DALEKS IN COLOUR 

I would like to say that I prefer seeing 
a story on the back cover than 
adverts. Would it be possible to 
another story as good as The Daleks 
the back cover again soon? 

Bishop's 

Clad to hearyou enioyed the Dalek adventures 
on the back cover, Tim. These adventures 
reprinted from the excellent comic of the 1960s, 
TV21, now sadly extinct. If other readers 
interested, we could give some thought to a 
colour strip on the back cover again. What 
would you like to see? More TV21 reprints? All 
new material? Let us know how we can give you 
the kind of magazine you want . . . and 
deserve! 

A FEMALE DOCTOR 

Just when I thought that those awful rumours of 
1980 were a thing of the past, I was distressed 
to hear Sue Lawley once again pontificating 
about a female Doctor, on a recent edition of 
Nationwide. What a horrendous idea! And 
dear old Patrick Troughton didn't help much by 
cooing, "What a good idea!" 

There are very few things that could __ 

pletely turn me off the series, but a female 
Doctor is one of them. It's just unthinkable. 

Now, I don't mean this to be an exercise 
chauvinism. There are just as many well-known 
acting parts that could be ruined by a male 
actor . . . Nanny, Juliet Bravo and, going back 
to Doctor Who, the Dbcfor's companions. Who 
could imagine Tegan as a loud-mouthed 
Aussie male of the same age? Or Adric as a 
girl? And just, imagine the side-effects if the 
Doctor regenerated into a woman. What if 
he/she were to meet Susan again—would it be 
Grand-father or Grand-mother? 

Not forgetting the Doctor is a nobleman of 
Draconia, much respected by the inhabitants 
of the planet. But if he were to go back to 
Draconia as a woman he would riot be able to 
speak in the presence of others. 

I think the concept of a female Doctor is 
monstrous, and if there are any others out there 
who feel the same way, I would like to prepare 
a petition, just in case. 


stage, had a wife and a daughter and/or 
but he hasn't mentioned either at any time (or 
maybe he has!) so they must be dead or never 
existed. But if they never existed, the Doctor 
could never have a grand-daughter—if you 
see what I mean. 

Fiona Johnston, 
Crieff, 
Perthshire. 

Not necessarily! We think you'll be surprised 
how many relatives the Doctor has if he dies 
without making a will. 

AMARANG 

Looking back at old Radio Times clippings I've 
noted the anagrams of Anthony Ainley (or Tony 
Ainley) which have appeared in the character 
fists of late—Leon Ny Tai (in Time-Flight), Neil 
Toynay (in Castrovalva) and James Stoker (in 
King's Demons ). 

Simon Forward, 
Penzance, 
Cornwall. 


Nicholas Peqq, ., _ 

Burton Joyce Not to mentlon Emperor Dalek (in Evil of the 
Nottinghamshire' Daleks) Technician (in Logopolis) and K-9 (in 
State of Decay)/ 


We don't think you've even scratched the sur¬ 
face of the problems the Doctor would face if 
he were to wake up one morning and find 
himself to be a woman. For example, he would 
have to have all his coats altered to move the 
buttons from the right to the left. Would he strike 
matches away from himself or towards him¬ 
self? Would he lift the seat in the bathroom? 
We'll probably never find out. 

THEORY OF RELATIVITY 

On the question of whether Susan is the 
Doctor's real grand-daughter: If the Doctor 
had a grand-daughter he must have, at some 


TRAGIC COMPANION 

Surely no one can disagree that, apart from 
Katrina, Nyssa was the most tragic companion 
to have travelled with the Doctor. Her mother 
lost her mind to the Master, her father lost his. 
body, and her entire world was wiped out of 
existence by one of the Master's magalomanic 
exploits. 

On top of that she lost a friend she obviously 
felt very strongly about when Adric met his 
death in crashing onto prehistoric Earth. And 
she seems likely to end her days caring for 
lepers on an abandoned star ship. 


Nice to see Omega back, but why can't we 

see Rassilon? Mayby a confrontation between 

the first two Time Lords will appear in the next 
series, following the same formatthat the Black 
Guardian's appearance took in the present 
series. We can always hope, can't we? If 
anyone decides to feature Rassilon in the tv 
series,may I venture to suggest Richard Vernon 
for the role. Not only does he conform to the 
popular image of Rassilon, but his voice is 
perfect balance of compassion and authority. 
After all, the first two Doctors were plucked out 
of their own times when Omega first attempted 
a comeback, so why not send for Rassilon, a 
natural choice since he seems to -have known 
Omega. 

Can we have a new feature on the TARDIS, 
including the cloister room. Zero room (even 
though it has gone), the laboratory and the 
various crew members rooms. (Why can't we 
see the Doctor's room?) Plus any room you 
may have left out in the last (only!) article you 
did on the TARDIS. 

Congratulations on a great magazine. 

C. Parkes, 
Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffs. 

Some fine ideas you have there, C. We have 
been giving some thought to another piece on 
the TARDIS. Stay tuned. We hope the Doctor 
Who production team will consider your sug¬ 
gestion for an appearance by Rassilon. It has 
good story potential. 

FANS STRIKE BACK 

In issue 69 a letter covering almost two pages 
managed to find its way into your magazine. If 
you remember, it was written by someone who 
considered himself to be a genuine and loyal 
fan of Doctor Who. Well, now it's my turn. 

I, too, consider myself to be a loyal fan of 
Doctor Who, whether I am genuine is another 
matter. I, too, have been watching, and until 
recently, been admiring Doctor Who for over 
14 years. But I find myself having to read a very 
mixed bag of opinions by this fan, some of 
which seem to me to be utter nonsense. OK, I 
agreed with him (her) on some of his obser¬ 
vations, but the rest was a bit of a 1 '4,down. For 
a start, if he says he's been c»rojnd since 
Patrick Troughton, how can he say that 
Logopolis was one of the best ever stories to 
grace our screens under the Doctor Who 
banner? Far worse, in his opinion, he seems to 
think that Kinda was the best story of last 
season! I felt embarrassed at watching that 
one. It must rank along with Meglos, Warrior's 
Gate, and what he considered only to be "a bit 
of a let down", Timeflight, as one of the worst 
ever stories to appear under the Doctor Who 
banner. 

I found it difficult to understand his way of 
thinking over the last series. I agree with him 
when he says they (John and Eric) had turned 
the season into a shallow parody of its former 
glory, and yet he thought Kinda was the best of 
the series, Castrovalva was fairly promising 
and Janet Fielding is by far the best female 
companion the Doctor has ever had! He con¬ 
tradicts himself, I think, when he says that Peter 
















Davison's storylines were pathetic, because he 
actually likes Kinda so much. 

Does he think that he was the only fan to spot 
the ambulnce mistake in Castrovalva; he just 
got there first! 

He picks holes in Earthshock, which I believe, 
was the most promising of the series and this 
feeling is not just based on the fact that the 
Cybermen turned up in it. It was well produced, 
especially the idea of focusing the audience's 
attention of Adric's neglect in the first episode. 
It was obvious that something was going to 
happen to him at the end. 

I was very impressed by Black Orchid, and I 
think it was the most original idea of the last 
two series. He criticises the Visitation, which I 
thought was also entertaining. 

I do, however, raise the point that the acting 
by the resident characters has been below par 
lately. I know it sounds harsh on these actors, 
and I know that with time, they will improve. (I 
think there was a pun there somewhere?) 

As a conclusion, it seems as though both he 
and fhave mixed feelings about the last series, 
but I must state that my overall impression of it 
was that it lacked the touch that was there in the 
Pertwee, early Baker Seasons. 

I hope this letter is printed simply because I 
did not agree with the long letter published in 
issue 69 and I felt that some of the opinions 
(and there is nothing wrong with them as 
personal views I suppose) did not seem to me 
to be those of a long surviving fan of Doctor 
Who. 

We are all entitled to our own opinion, Mr 
Drake. Please do not think that I am using this 
letters page as a battleground. 

By the way, I do not think Doctor Who will 
ever be dead! Our fellow fans would never let 
it happen! 

Brad Perry, 
Beckenham, 
Kent. 

ir readers 


CHEESECAKE RULES! 

I am writing to dispute your statement in Doctor 
Who Monthly 74s Fashions for Infinity feature 
that "Caroline John was the last of the 'leggy' 
actresses to appear in Doctor Who for quite 
some time." This, to my mind at least, was 
certainly not the case. 

Surely yjy tfcpd not forgotten Katy Manning? 
I see tha^ icT the next paragraph, Jeremy 


Bentham had written, quite correctly, that she 
wore a mini-skirt in Terror of the Autons, and 
that very nice outfit for the recently repeated 
The Three Doctors. In my opinion, Katy 
Manning has the greatest pair of legs in the 
show's history. 

Please, please, please, could you print a 
picture of Katy Manning in a mini-skirt—pre¬ 
ferably as a centrespread poster. Throughout 
the history of the Doctor Who magazine you 
have never printed a picture of those fantastic 
legs of hers—especially those breathtaking 
thighs. 

Also, I noticed, with all the recent photos of 
Wendy Padbury in the magazine you always 
crop the photo before we get to the interesting 
bit. As was shown recently on tv, she wore a 
really short mini for that one. Any photos of 
Janet Fielding, Sarah Sutton, Wendy or, most 
importantly, Katy Manning, would be great. 

Please print this letter, and reply to it. 

Steven Banks, 
Worton, 
Oxfordshire. 

Right! That's enough of that sort of thing! 
"Breathtaking thighs", indeed! This is a family 


magazine. But what puzzles us is, why is no one 
interested in Peter Davison's thighs? 

THARC? ARGHH! 

I would like to bring to your attention to a 
remark made about Marvel in another comic. 
In 2000AD, in a story called "Invasion of the 
Thrill Suckers", it shows one of these creatures 
landing in London's Kentish Town near Jadwin 
House, but to use the infamous phrase used by 
Judge Dredd, "The creeps spelt it wrong." One 
of the creatures says, "Scouts report no thrills 
worth sucking here, sir!" 

How about showing your comments on the 
Mighty (Ha! Ha!) Tharg's rather boring comic? 

Darren Stuart, 
Worcester. 

To be honest, Darren, we think that kind of thing 
smacks of a "cheap shot." We would never 
print things like, "Tharg is a smelly-Poo" or 
"Judge Dredd does crochet" or even "Steve 
MacManus reads The Sun".. . whoever he is! 

Sorry, but Doctor Who Monthly cannot enter 
into personal correspondence with readers. 
There just aren't enough hours in the day! 


by Tim Quinn & Dicky Howett 1 
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HOWEVER, THE TIME-MACHINE WAS 
MADE OF STERN STUFF,,, AND IF 
NOTHIN& ELSE, THE DOCTOR HAD 
LEARNED ONE THING ON HIS MANY 
ADVENTURES 















































[ AND INTO BIG TROUBLE! 


TWO JAPANESE ZEROS POUNCED.,, 
ONE OF THEM CLOSING FOR THE 


FUEL LINES SHATTERED, THE 
FIGHTER WASSOONA BLAZING 
DEATH-TRAP / 


THE PILOT HIT EVERY 
PANiC BUTTON IN 
SIGHT,,, AND A FEW 
MORE BESIDES,., 


15,000 FEET ABOVE THE 
CORAL ISLAND, THE 
AMERICAN FIGHTER HAD 
CLIMBED AWAY FROM 

HIS RUN.,, 
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/IT'S nothing^ 
FEW CUTS ANP 
l BRUISES.,, a 


* IF I HAP ANY SENSE ^ 
I'P CLEAR OUT OF HERE 1 
, ANP LEAVE HIM TO IT.,., 


rPON'T KNOW ANY BETTER,mJ 


'BE QUIET,., I'M BOILING’ 
SOME WATER TO WASH 
THOSE WUNPS.YOUV5 
GOT SANPIN THEM.,, 
ANP GOOPNESS KNOWS . 


f EMPEROR/ 


\~PEOPLE/ 
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EPISODE 3 


sense and she suspects a computer malfunction. The 
Doctor simply asks the computer what two plus two 
equals. Answer, five! It would seem that Taltalian has 
indulged in a little sabotage. 

Recovery Seven enters the Earth’s atmosphere where 
Space Centre controls its descent. Eventually the 
capsule touches down, intact, in South-East England. 
Ralph Cornish, the Doctor and technicians set off for the 
landing sight to recover their spacecraft. 

On arrival they find the Capsule door locked from the 
inside and despite attempts to raise the crew the door 
remains firmly shut. It is decided to transport the 
Capsule back to Space Centre. All this is observed from 
a distance by General Carrington and Sergeant Grey. 

Within the hour an army transporter and escort arrive 
to collect the Capsule. The convoy is soon on its way 
back to Space Centre when suddenly it is attacked by a 
helicopter using gas bombs and some armed troops. 
The hijateked transporter, however, is destined for a very 
short journey for as it passes over the brow of a hill it 
finds Bessie and the Doctor blocking the road. 
Persuading the two drivers to give assistance, the Doctor 
captures them with Bessie's anti-theft device and drives 
the transporter back to Space Centre. 

Working with another scientist, Dobson, Liz begins to 
crack the code. She and the Doctor go to see the Minister 
of Technology and Space Development, Sir James 
Quinlan. He shows a surprising disinterest in their report 
and quickly ushers them out scoffing at their ideas of 
spies within Government circles. As soon as the Doctor 
and Liz have departed he has another visitor, Bruno 
Taltalian. 

Beside the Capsule in the Space Centre Ralph Cornish 
continues unsuccessfully to attempt contact with Van 
Lyden, Suddenly Van Lyden's voice comes over the R.T. 
asking for re-entry clearance. This is all he says and the 
Doctor becomes suspicious. He asks what the capital of 
Australia is, how many beans make five and calls him by 
name. For each, the answer is requesting 'Clearance for 
re-entry 1 . Realising something is seriously wrong the 


The General reveals that the “messages” were part of 
a new top security code. As far as the abduction of the 
Capsule is concerned, is, that in space Recovery Seven 
passed through a contagious belt of radiation and the 
whole affair was kept secret to prevent public panic. The 
Doctor is sceptical but accepts this explanation. 
However, he insists on seeing the astronauts for himself. 

While the Doctor is on his way to the bunker a kidnap 
of the astronauts is in progress resulting in the death of 
Professor Heldorf. The Kidnappers are unaware of the 
radiation danger and travel in the back of the van with 
the astronauts. But the kidnappers die and the bodies are 
dumped in a gravel pit. 

Soon after the Doctor, Brigadier and Liz arrive at the 
bunker only to find the dead Professor Heldorf and the 
astronauts missing. A quick inspection and calculations 
ascertain that the levels of radiation involved are such 
that no human can survive. The Doctor propounds an 
amazing theory. The three Mars Probe Seven astronauts 
are still in orbit. What ever came down in Recovery 
Seven was most certainly not human. 

By now Reegan has delivered his three spacesuited 
figures to another, discredited scientist, Lennox. 

Back at the Space Centre Ralph Cornish is in favour of 
sending up another Recovery Capsule to find the 
missing astronauts. He is opposed however by Sir James 
Quinlan who backs down only when Cornish threatens 
to tell all to the Press. 

■ Professor Lennox is getting increasingly contented 
over the condition of the astronauts. The radiation level 
has fallen but one of them has collapsed. Reegan enters 
the chamber to investigate but is attacked by one of the 
remaining astronauts who then comes out in pursuit of 
Lennox. Fortunately it collapses before it can harm the 
Professor. Reegan recovers and receives a phone call 
instructing him that more radiation is needed and that he 
is to collect some more radio-active isotopes. 

Despite reluctant Government agreement the 
preliminaries for launching the Recovery Capsule are 
taking longer than expected. Cornish confides in the 

By now the isotopes have been installed in the 
astronaut's chamber. As the radiation takes effect the 
spacesuited figures appear to recover. 

The two dead kidnappers dumped in the gravel pit 
have been discovered. The Brigadier sets off to 
investigate. 


The hatch open they find the Capsule empty! Inspecting 
the cabin it is obvious that Van Lyden’s voice is nothing 
more than a tape recording. More importantly the geiger 
counter is showing maximum rads. The fact that a false 
security check was made explains the disappearance of 
the astronauts, though not their condition. 

At this moment three spacesuited figures are being 
kept hidden in a bunker like room under the charge of a 
certain Professor Heldorf. He points out that the 
astronauts are emitting deadly radiation, to General 
Carrington who is also there, and that urgent medical 
treatment is required. Irrespective of this advice the 
General contradicts the Professor and instructs him to 
increase the radiation in a special room for the astronauts 
as they have now become dependent upon it 

The Brigadier and the Doctor pay a return visit to 
Quinlan demanding an explanation concerning the 
authentic passes and uniforms that the false security 
guards had. An explanation is not forthcoming. Instead 
Quinlan introduces them to the head of a newly formed 
Space Security Department, General Carrington. It is 
pointed out that General Carrington was an astronaut on 
the Mars Probe Six. 


In order to speed things up the Doctor suggests using 
the now radiation free Recovery Seven Capsule if 
Recovery Eight cannot be made ready in time, always 
providing they can get a rocket to go under it. 

A memo is received from the Brigadier asking that the 
Doctor and Liz join him at the gravel pit. The Doctor 
insists on supervising Recovery Seven and sends Liz 
alone in Bessie. Within half an hour of her departure the 
Brigadier walks in denying any knowledge of said 
memo. Obviously she is heading for a trap and the 
Brigadier sets off in hot pursuit. 

Already another car has caught up with Liz forcing her 
to stop. Fleeing from her attackers she runs across a 
weir. Not quick enough, the men catch up with her and in 
the ensuing struggle she is thrown into the raging waters. 

EPISODE 4 

Frantically grabbing at a support, she is pulled back by 
her attacker and taken back to the “hide-away” where 
the van driver Reegan introduces her to Lennox. She is 
ordered to assist the Professor or face the consequences 
of being shut in the chamber with the astronauts. 


A comb taken from one of the dead kidnappers has 
foreign lettering on it which General Carrington 
compares with a newspaper cutting he has. The 
inference drawn by the General is that the kidnappers 
are foreign agents who somehow see a way of using the 
astronauts as a weapon. Tending to ignore most of what 
the General has to say the Doctor states tiiat Professor 
Heldorf was working on some kind of radio 
communication impulse unit. Did this not seem strange 
as the astronauts have built in RT.’s. Cornered, the 
General storms out. 

Not wanting to waste anymore time, the Doctor goes to 
the computer room where, a now cooperative Taltalian 
assists him. The Doctor receives a phone call telling him 
that Liz will be killed if he does not stop interfering. 

At the chamber more isotopes are needed and 
Reegan leaves to arrange this. Immediately Lennox and 
Liz conspire resulting in Liz obtaining a door key and her 
freedom, promising to help Lennox on her return. 

At last having been able to use the computer the 
Doctor discovers a mathematical formula for the 
construction of an electronic translation device. In a 
quiet moment he has a few words with Taltalian. 

A while later the escaping Liz flags down a car which 
unfortunately is being driven by Taltalian. He takes her 
back to the chamber at gun point Here he gives Reegan 
a small communication device which will transmit 
signals to the astronauts which they will obey for fear of 
losing the radiation supply. Before leaving Taltalian 
informs Reegan that the Doctor has to be permanently 
silenced. Reegan smiles in agreement. 

Back at the Space Centre the Doctor explains to the 
Brigadier that once his communication device is 
constructed they should have all the answers. He gives 
the Brigadier a list of the equipment necessary. 

As Taltalian leaves the hide-away Reegan gives him a 
brief case containing a time bomb. Unbeknown to 
Taltalian the timer has been set to zero. 

Amongst his other problems Ralph Cornish now 
discovers there are no pilots available to fly the 
Recovery Craft. Needless to say the Doctor offers his 

Sceptical of the Doctor's abilities, Cornish arranges for 
the Doctor to fake some tests. While this is being 
instigated, Taltalian approaches the Doctor saying that 
he has the information they are seeking in the car. ' 
Passing the Doctor a brief case he sets the timer on the 
bomb concealed inside. It explodes immediately, but the 
Doctor is shielded from the blast by Taltalian’s body. 

In the hideout Reegan tests the communications 
device. It functions perfectly. 

A recovered Doctor helps the Brigadier search 
through the debris. They find a machine which is similar 
to one the Doctor is trying to construct. 

At the Ministry, despite all his efforts, Quinlan has to 
report to General Carrington that the recovery mission is 
going ahead. Quinlan suggests that the Doctor should be 
told the truth but the General disagrees saying that the 
rocket must be stopped or it will mean disaster for the 
whole world. 

Reegan receive a phone call and a little later by use of 
the communications device he takes one of the 
astronauts along to the Space Centre. As it approaches 
the gate post the guards open fire to no avail. Killing one 
sentry the astronaut enters the building. 

A phone call from Quinlan interrupts the Doctor at 
work. He wishes to know if the Doctor still intends to pilot 
the Recovery Craft. The Doctor says he will if he is told 
the truth. Quinlan agrees to this and the Doctor and the 
Brigadier leave immediately. 

Replacing the phone Quinlan is horrified to see an 
astronaut standing there, it touches him and the Minister 
dies in convulsions from the radiation. Quinlan’s papers 
are also destroyed. Just then the Doctor enters the room 
and immediately attends the prostrate figure of Quinlan. 
Behind him the astronaut moves towards the Doctor, his 
arm out-stretched. 

EPISODE 5 

Saving the day, the Brigadier enters firing at the 
astronaut. Unharmed, the astronaut leaves the room. The 
Brigadier goes to give chase but is warned off by the 

In the hide-out Liz is intent on discovering whether the 
astronauts are human or not. Lennox is disinterested 
saying that Liz will not be able to escape again. Agreeing 
with him she points out that he possibly could. 

The bullets fired by the Brigadier have been flattened 








possibly by some kind of force field. Radioactive traces 
have been left by the escaping astronaut, the trail 
abruptly ends indicating a vehicular escape. 

At the Space Centre yet another delay through a 
shortage of fuel. A mixture of standard fuel and the new 
M3 variant are to be used following the Doctor's 
excellent medical report. 

Reegan returns the astronaut and commands that the 
supply of radiation be kept up. After he has left Liz 
continues to try to persuade Professor Lennox to go to 
UNIT for help. 

In the Space Centre tempers are heated as General 
Carrington expresses that the recent deaths are the 
spearhead of an alien invasion instigated by a foreign 
power. He demands that the rocket be aimed with a 
nuclear warhead not a Recovery Capsule. Ralph Cornish 
passesthebuckby telling him to take the matter up with 
Quinlan’s successor^ _ 

At last convinced and taking courage Lennox 
convinces the guard that more isotopes are needed and 
that he must fetch them. The guard permits him to go and 
he hurries off. 

Observing the fueling of the space craft the Birgadier 
receives.a phone call from Sergeant Benton informing 
him of Professor Lennox’s arrival. The Brigadier will be 
along as soon as he had finished his security checks. 

A terrified Lennox is locked in a cell at his own request 
while the Doctor boards the Capsule. 

Upon Reegan’s return to the hide-away he discovers 
that Lennox is missing. Furious he telephones his boss for 
instructions. Lennox will be dealt with but he himself 
must deal with the Doctor, now! 

Sitting in the Capsule the Doctor waits patiently, with 
idle banter to Cornish, while the fueling is completed. 

Reegan arrives at the Space Centre and overpowering 
the guard heads directly for the fueling point. Here he 
switches the standard fuel inlet off allowing only pure M3 
variant into the rocket’s tanks. 

Some food is delivered to Lennox’s cell. He lifts the lid 


Entering the vicinity of Recovery Seven the Doctor 
makes visual contact, manoeuvres and achieves link up. 
Boarding Recovery Seven he starts to explore when 
suddenly a UFO of gigantic proportions approaches on 
the two capsules. 


EPISODE 6 

Awe-struck the Doctor watches the approaching 

On Earth they lose radio contact on the radar screen 
the UFO signal totally obliterates the signals from the two 
capsules. The Brigadier assumes that a collision has 

An alien voice instructs the Doctor to leave the capsule 
and board the spaceship. Following instructions he 
enters a room where he finds the three missing Earth 
astronauts in perfect health. They are under the mis¬ 
apprehension that they are on Earth in extended 
quarantine. He is about to explain to them what has 
happened when an alien signal freezes them into 
immobility and an alien image appears on a projecting 
screen. It demands to know why its ambassadors have 
not been returned and at the same time warning that their 
immediate non return will cause the destruction of Earth. 

Back on Earth, General Carrington’s plan to destroy 
the UFO has been enhanced by this latest move. He 
leaves for an international security conference to obtain 
full backing. Cornish thinks the General mad but the 
Brigadier has reservations, remembering that the 
General did go on a previous Mars Probe. Perhaps even 
now there is something that they are unaware of. 

Now knowing the truth the Doctor explains to the alien 
that the Earth authorities are totally unaware of the 
Ambassadors. He convinces the alien to let him go to set 
matters to right. The alien agrees imposing a time limit 
and reitterating its previous warning. The three Earth 
men will remain behind and the Doctor leaves. 

On Earth the Americans plan to launch an unmanned 


off the platter to discover not food but an isotope he 
rushes for the alarm which has been deliberately 
disconnected. Panic stricken he cowers in a comer. 

The Brigadier discovers the knocked out guard and 
immediately goes to check on Reegan's sabotage at the 
fueling point. But he is too late as the rocket lifts off at an 
alarming rate. The M3 variant is too volatile. Unless the 
rocket’s speed can be reduced the Doctor will shoot off 
into the sun. Premature discharge of stage one is the only 
possible hope. Fortunately the plan works. 


Eventually the Doctor restablishes radio contact with 
the Space Centre informing them of his return and that he 
has found the three missing astronauts. He refuses to say 
more until safely back on Earth and maintains radio 

Back in the hide-away Liz is changing the isotopes 
when one of the aliens approaches her with its helmet 
removed. Repelled by the appearance of this inhuman 
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is immediately placed under arrest and is led 
away. As soon as things have calmed down the Doctor 
sends a message to the UFO telling it that its 
Ambassadors are safe and well. They will return them as 
soon as possible in exchange for the three Earth 
astronauts. The Doctor then leaves to continue his work 
in his laboratory leaving the Brigadier, Lis and Ralph 
Cornish to tidy things up. 



fW 


Vere's only one way 

n ”ake m o'ut regular"subscription so .ha, your 
iavourite'rnonthly o delivered to your door. _ 


12 ISSUES £9.00 

The subscription rates given include postage and packing lor 
subscriptions worldwide by surface post. All subscriptions 
mailed flat once per month. All cheques, POs. and money 
orders to be made payable to Dangerous Visions. If you 
don t want to cut this magaiine, send details on a separate 
piece of paper. 


We’ve rubbed out 
thepriceofa 


..anddrawnin 
a lower one! 


3 f 

drub 


In blue, black and 
red, Scripto Erasable ball 
pens write as smoothly 
as an ordinary ballpen and rub 
out just like a pencil. Available at 
-offerends25thMay 1983. w „o * P ,. c . rele , 5 , l0 « er . : ,.. 




























programme when he is forced to agonize 
over whether he can kill the Time-Lord who 
so obviously trusts him. He promises to be 
one of the best male companions yet. 

The excellent set design was a visual treat 
and the carefully contrived elegance of 
Mawdryn's ship contrasted well with the 
more down to earth realism of the Brigadier's 
living quarters. Production design is just one 
area in Doctor Who that really has improved 
enormously in recent years. If the high 
standard of Mawdryn Undead can be 
maintained then hopefully the memories of 
brick-wall TARDISes and the appalling 
Nimon labyrinth can be forgiven. Also worthy 
of praise in this story was Paddy Kingsland's 
incidental music, particularly Turlough's 
theme which was a pleasant change from an 
endless round of radiophonics. 

The regular cast seemed on top form in 
Mawdryn, with Peter Davison playing the role 
of the Doctor with an easy style that seems 
remarkable after only one season. Janet . 
Fielding, as always, was on top form in this 
story and Sarah Sutton also gave a top notch 
penultimate performance making up for her 
somewhat lack-lustre contribution to 
Snakedance. The two girls have become an 


important part of the programme now and 
one always accepts them as being the best of 
friends. It was therefore particularly 
gratifying to see their argument over whether 
Mawdryn really was the Doctor in episode 
three with the Brigadier mistakenly taking 
Nyssa's side. Such unexpected character 
development always adds to the portrayal of 
a role and allows the companions to be more 
than just cyphers. The flashback sequence in 
Episode Two was also an unexpected bonus 
and allowed the observant viewer a chance to 
see a Yeti from the Web of Fear and an 
Invasion Cyberman among others. 

In short, a marvellous story, but one that 
was flawed by one major error in continuity. 
Since the arrival of the J.N.T. production 
team at the start of Leisure Hive, strict 
continuity has been the order of the day and 
great efforts have been made to ensure that 
all continuity references have been as 
accurate as possible, thus it was all the more 
annoying to see such a major continuity 
mistake in dates as was made in this story. 
The 1968 Patrick Troughton story The 
invasion took place in 1975 and this was 
stated quite clearly. The first Jon Pertwee 
story Spearhead from Space took place after 


the Cyberman Invasion and was referred to 
by the Brigadier and the Doctor. The Radio 
Times took the trouble to point out that 
Spearhead was meant to take place in 1977 
and that none of the UNIT stories had 
contemporary settings. One could possibly 
forgive such a blatant error if the storyline 
warranted it. Unfortunately this was not so as 
the Silver Jubilee only acted in establishing a 
date. Prince Charles and Lady Diana's 
wedding or the birth of Prince William could 
just have easily sufficed in this context. In fact 
it is probably somewhat unfair to blame the 
present production team for the problem with 
the dates in Mawdryn, as less than complete 
attention to the dates was paid in Spearhead. 
Perhaps it is time for the BBC to draw up a 
basic chart of Doctor Who chronology to 
avoid such problems; occurring again as 
they only serve to mar an otherwise highly 
enjoyable production. 

In fact, Mawdryn Undead will surely go 
down as one of the true Doctor Who classics 
alongside Tomb of the Cybermen, The Dead 
Planet, and the more recent Earthshock. A joy ’ 
to watch from beginning to end and 
thoroughly entertaining, which surely is what 
television is all about! 
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